THE STUDENT
restored the old spelling. When, in 1790, the Con-
stituent Assembly abolished titles and outward symbols
thereof, he dropped the preposition.
It is unlikely that he was of noble descent. There
exists a document, dated at Lille in 1397, in which one
of his ancestors, Bloquelle de Robespierre, an archer in
the army of the Duke of Burgandy, is mentioned on
equal terms with some of the noblest in Flanders, but
this, according to competent authority, is not prima
jade evidence of nobility. The use of the preposition
before the family name is even less so: it was a conceit
much in vogue among people of social aspirations and
had no special significance. Robespierre's grandfather
'made use of an escutcheon, which, however, originated
with the latter's uncle, Yves de Robespierre, who
registered it in 1696 with the Heralds' College, under
a decree, issued by Louis XIV, allowing "des gens
(Thonneur et de distinction to acquire such an orna-
ment by means of a contribution to the royal exchequer.
About the middle of the i6th century, one Robert de
Robespierre was engaged in the city of Lens in the hon-
ourable, but hardly knightly pursuit of selling "candles
and torches, wine and bread for use of the Mass". One
of his sons—likewise named Robert—received a good
education and became court clerk in the town of
Harnes. In 1661, he was named Royal Notary and Pro-
curator of the Principality of Epinoy, of which Carvin,
a small town twelve miles from Arras, was the capital.
He was succeeded in the notarial calling by a son—
again named Robert—who was lieutenant of the princi-
pality and married the daughter of a local doctor and
magistrate. It was their eldest son, Yves, who furnished
the family with an escutcheon, while a younger off-
spring, Martin, married the daughter of the postmaster
and keeper of chaise horses and begot Maximilien
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